Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade

Business & Marketing Case Study

An ENGAGING,
Educational & Fun
Holiday Lesson

% Discover the marketing effect of the Macy's
Parade.

% Explore the power of guerrilla marketing.

SO ma ny M ar kEti ng ) ’; - i "/{ % Realize all of the hype about the giant

parade balloons and their power of promotion.

E N t re p reneur & / \ % Evaluate the effectiveness of promotional
’ y ~ websites.

% Discover why company image is important.

Business Lessons
Learned!

Complete in Google
Slides or Easily Convert
to Microsoft PowerPoint

NO PREP! BUSINESS EDUCATION WITH



Business & Marketing Case Study
on Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade

Type of Guerrilla Marketing Examples of Guerrilla Marketing

THE HISTORY OF THE PARADE BALLOONS

for a resource link to answer the questions below.

What was the first balloon?

What put the parade on hold during
World War 11?7

What used to happen to balloons at
the end of the route?
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EXPLORE THE PROMOTIONAL WeBSITE

The Pillsbury website is a popular site those who love to cook and bake.
to complete the table below.

The Ronald
McDonald
balloon
appeared in
the 2009,
2014, 2015,
and 2021
Macy’s
Thanksgiving
Day Parade.
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EXPLORE THE PROIMOTIONAL WeBSITE

The McDonald's Website has a wealth of information for customers.
Visit to complete the table below.

What is the newest news about
McDonald’s according to the site?
(this is usually an announcement
on the first page of the site.

What are 5 things that one can find
on this promotional site?

Scroll to the very bottom of the
website. What are 5 additional
things that you find on this site?
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Search the web for 5 other balloons that were flown at the Maey's
Thanksgiving Day Parade.

What product, event, or show is this

Balloon Character balloon promoting?
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Concepts learned:

The Marketing Effect of the
Parade

Guerrilla Marketing

The Power of Promotion
Evaluate the Effectiveness
of Promotional Websites
Why a company’s image is
so important




THE HISTORY OF ELF Oll THE SHELF

for a resource link to answer the questions below..

The EIf on
The Shelf
balloon
appeared in
the 2019
Macy’s
Thanksgiving
Day Parade.

According to the book “The EIf on
the Shelf’, what does the elf do
during the holiday season?

Who invented EIf on the Shelf?

How did this idea originate? List 3 “spin-off’ products...

Did the author of the book mean to
start a business? Explain...
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Promotional websites are created to promote, advertise, and spark
interest in a product or product line.
Visit to complete the table below.

Once on the website,
click on “KIDS”. What
are 5 things that a kid can
do on this site?

‘ ; Click on “PARENTS”.
¥pdr opinion; night be the best What are 5 things thata

%5y s o m’,:::,ywr o parent can find on this

- Microsoft PowerPoint

what are 2 purposes for

T Complete in Google Slides

this site?
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The Pillsbury
Doughboy The history of the Pillsbury Doughboy...
balloon
appeared in :"cl‘::n::anthe history of the ©
the 2009 and P);l‘?sbury Doajghbrgy.

201 4 Macy’s List 10 things that you learned...

Thanksgiving :
Day Parade . at sound does the

Pillsbury Doughboy make when
you touch his stomach?




Teacher Testimonials

This assignment is great to use right before Thanksgiving break. Students were
engaged and asked a lot of good questions about the Macy's Day parade. Some of
my students were not aware of it. | always enjoy using this resource.

| needed a sub activity in November, and this was a great activity! We had a good
discussion about this holiday and it's traditions.

Students comments were very interesting. Some did not ever hear of the parade
which shocked me. It’s very publicized. Great lesson for the holidays.

| assigned this just before the Macy's Day Parade and the students said that it
definitely made them want to watch parade for this year.



Hi! My name is Denise Leigh. | have been teaching Business
Education for over 25 years! | love collaborating with business
educators all over the world. | am a 2022 Pennsylvania
Teacher of the Year Finalist and relentless lifetime learner and
lover of everything education. Engaging students and
connecting them to their world is my jam!

Thank you for exploring my resources and sharing my passion
for BUSINESS EDUCATION!

Denise Leigh is an expert
on student-led instruction.
She was featured on

CBS Pittsburgh for her

City Collaborative™
Project-Based Business
Education (PBL)
Classroom.
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