
Coffee Marketing &
Economics

Digital Discovery Activity

An Engaging
&

Fun
Commodity Case Study

Critical Thinking!

NO PREP!



What is a commodity?

Explore the Countries that Export the Most Coffee to the 

U.S.A.

Fair Trade practices

The Economics of  a Cup of  Coffee

Coffee Target Market and Demographics Analysis

Includes a Video Clip of  Coffee from Tree to Cup

Explore Leading Coffee Brand and Leading Coffee Shop 
Brands



Students learn about agricultural commodities and explore the top 
commodities in the U.S. 

A video of coffee growing and processing
from tree to cup is included!



Explore Fair-Trade and the
10 Principles of Fair-Trade practices. 

Students assess the demographics of a coffee drinker! 



Explore the economics of a cup of 
coffee as well as the stages of 
production from tree to cup! 

Analyze COST!

Discover information about America’s 
most popular coffee brand!

Critique the website of this popular 
brand! 

Discover the two most popular coffee 
shop companies and ‘Decide and Defend’ 

your preference.  



Teacher Testimonials

My students loved this resource. The really enjoyed debating which was better 
Starbucks or Dunkin!

This was a great activity to use on National Coffee Day (October 1st). Thank you for 
sharing. Students enjoyed it. 

My students loved this activity. The discussion of choosing between Dunkin and 
Starbucks was quite lively. We also enjoyed iced coffee in class which they loved as 
well. 

I love these no prep case studies. I have almost all of them and they are so easy to 
integrate into any unit or class. Students always fine them interesting and spark 
good conversation 
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